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Jermyns House, Jermyns Lane, Ampfield, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 0QA

Tel:  01794 367752     Email:  admin@hgt.org.uk

PRESS RELEASE:  HAMPSHIRE GARDENS TRUST STUDY DAY
‘Public Parks – Arcadias for All’.
Thursday 15 October, 10.00 am – 3.30 pm, Old Alresford Place, Old Alresford, Hampshire S024 9HD

As a result of the philanthropy and vision of our Victorian forebears, the UK is fortunate to have some of the world’s greatest public parks. Every park has its own story, from Birkenhead Park in the Wirral, which opened in 1847 and provided the model for New York’s Central Park, to the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, created for the London 2012 Games. But all is not well with the UK’s public parks. Most are owned and maintained by local authorities, and increasing competition for council funding means that many face an uncertain future. These threats were highlighted last year in a report by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Hampshire Gardens Trust is running an autumn study day to understand the history and importance of our public parks.  The title “Public Parks - Arcadias for All” will cover the history of public parks from the first access to the Royal Parks in London, through the Victorian hey-day to the 20th century decline and revival - and current and future threats. 

Among our speakers are two well-known experts in the field: Dr Brent Elliott, author, and historian of the RHS, and David Lambert, a Director of the Parks Agency which specialises in the conservation and management of public parks. 

This will be an informative and thought-provoking day: parks are vital community assets, essential to public health and wellbeing and to social cohesion, as their founders intended them to be.

Tickets cost £45, including lunch and refreshments.   The programme and application form can be downloaded from the HGT website  http://www.hgt.org.uk/?tribe_events=hgt-study-day-public-parks-arcadias-for-all-thursday-15-october-2015   

or contact  Sheila Carey-Thomas  mailto:sheila@thedden.com
Notes for Editors:

1. Hampshire Gardens Trust is the only voluntary organisation in the County to identify the needs and opportunities to conserve, protect and enhance its rich heritage of parks, gardens and designed green spaces.  http://www.hgt.org.uk/
2. Heritage Lottery Fund Report, 2014: ‘State of Public Parks – Renaissance to risk?’  http://www.hlf.org.uk/state-uk-public-parks
3.  Brent Elliott was Librarian of the Royal Horticultural Society and since 2007 has been the Society’s Historian. He has written many books on garden history, including Victorian Garden. https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/libraries-at-rhs
4. David Lambert is a founder and director of the Parks Agency, a not-for-profit consultancy specialising in the conservation and management of public parks. He has been closely involved with the Heritage Lottery Fund since it began funding public parks.  http://www.parksagency.co.uk
5. Old Alresford Place is an accessible, pleasant and quiet venue, with free parking. 

Trustees:  Dame Mary Fagan DCVO JP, Michael Campbell MBE DL, The Earl of Selborne KBE FRS DL

Patron:  Mike Hall

Registered Charity No. 289378
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